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Challenges for Mississippi
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• Highest rate of child 
poverty in the U.S.

 1 in 3 children living in 
poverty

 1 in 2 African-American 
children living in poverty

• Bottom 20 percent for per-
pupil spending and 
educational attainment



Early Literacy Policy in Mississippi
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• Improving early literacy is a major part of State Board  
Strategic Plan to improve outcomes for all students

• Two new laws passed in 2013 advance early literacy  
efforts:

 Early Learning Collaborative Act: Establishes first  
state-funded pre-K program

 Literacy-Based Promotion Act: Makes reading  
instruction a major focus K-3



Literacy-Based Promotion Act Key Components
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 Adds K-3 monitoring and assessment system, including a  
3rd grade reading test for students to qualify for 4th grade  
promotion

 Trains educators to be more effective at teaching reading

 Deploys literacy coaches to lowest-performing schools to  
support teachers

 Requires schools to engage parents and communicate  
with them regularly



Early Childhood Education Outcomes
 Students completing public or private 

pre-K scored above the target score 
for kindergarten-readiness (majority of 
all entering kindergarteners scored 
below the target score)

 Majority (76%) of pre-K students exit 
Early Learning Collaboratives (ELC) 
scoring kindergarten-ready 

 ELC students enter kindergarten with 
the state’s highest average score for 
kindergarten readiness
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Early Childhood Education Outcomes

 National Institute for Early Education 
Research (NIEER) recognizes 
Mississippi as one of only five states 
that meet majority of quality standards

 ELC success helped Mississippi secure 
$6 million grant from W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation to strengthen pre-K 
statewide 

 Based on program success, Legislature 
more than doubled funding for Early 
Learning Collaboratives (ELC) from $3 
million to $6.5 million
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Literacy Outcomes

 Kindergarteners meeting end-of-
year literacy target score 
increased from 54% in 2015 to 
65% in 2018

 3rd grade reading pass rate has 
increased  annually since test 
was  first administered in 2015

 Passing score for 3rd graders will 
be  raised in 2018-19 to move  
closer to demonstrating  
proficiency
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Increased Proficiency Rates
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 Mississippi school districts with 45 percent or more students scoring 
proficient or advanced in English Language Arts and Mathematics roughly
tripled from 2016 to 2018
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Mississippi’s 10-Year NAEP Trend (2007-2017)
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Mississippi’s 10-Year NAEP Trend (2007-2017)
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Mississippi is 2nd in the nation for gains in 4th grade reading

Mississippi is 4th in the nation for gains in 4th grade math

Mississippi is 7th in the nation for gains in 8th grade math

Mississippi is 12th in the nation for gains in 8th grade reading



Strategies for States
 Build capacity of all public and

private early learning providers

 Partner with Head Start to improve 
teaching and learning

 Use data to advocate for 
expanding access to pre-K

 Partner with philanthropic groups 
to strengthen pre-K system 

 Build capacity of early learning 
providers to increase parental 
engagement
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Policy Recommendations for States
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 Invest in early childhood education 
to improve K-12 outcomes

 Implement high standards with 
aligned assessments

 Focus on birth-to-grade-3 
continuum through education, 
health and family partnerships

 Strengthen Educator Preparation 
Programs and create pathways for 
teachers to earn early childhood 
education endorsement
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