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A. Are you the parent/guardian of a child or children under the age of 18 who 
currently attend(s) public schools? 

  
1. Yes 100 
2. No (TERMINATE) - 
3. Don't Know (TERMINATE) - 

 
B. Are you registered to vote? 

  
1. Yes 95 
2. No  5 
3. Don't Know  * 

 
1. Generally speaking, would you say the country’s education system is headed in the 

right direction, or are things seriously headed off on the wrong track? 

   

1. Right Direction  48 
2. Don't Know   12 
3. Wrong Track  40 

 
2. Do you believe all students should be “college or career ready” upon graduation from 

high school? 

   

1. Yes  89 
2. No  8 
3. Don’t know  4 

 
 
 



Using a grading scale of A to F, where A is excellent, B is good, C is average, D is 
insufficient and F is failing, please grade the following:  
 

 A (4) B (3) C (2) D (1) F (0) 

3. Schools, Kindergarten 
through 12th grade, in your 
community 

30 42 18 7 3 

4. Schools, Kindergarten 
through 12th grade, in the 
rest of the country 

18 33 38 9 2 

 

Please tell me for each of the following whether you have a favorable or an 
unfavorable impression.  (IF CHOICE IS MADE, ASK:) Would you say you have a 
strongly (FAVORABLE/UNFAVORABLE) impression or just a somewhat 
(FAVORABLE/UNFAVORABLE) impression? (ROTATE 5-7) 

 NAME ID TOTAL 
FAVORABLE 

TOTAL 
UNFAVORABLE NO OPINION 

5. Standardized state 
tests 96 58 38 * 

6. College admission 
tests like the SAT 
or ACT 

96 76 20 * 

7. Advanced 
placement tests 95 75 20 * 

 
8. When it comes to college entrance exams like the SAT or the ACT, for most students 

do you think these tests give a/an accurate or inaccurate picture of how much a 
student has learned? 

   

1. Accurate  56 
2. Inaccurate  31 
3. Don’t know  13 

 

9. When it comes to the state standardized tests in school, for most students do you 
think these tests give an accurate or inaccurate picture of how much a student has 
learned? 

   

1. Accurate  51 
2. Inaccurate  38 
3. Don’t know  10 



 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements (ROTATE 10-11) 
 

10. State standardized tests give me helpful information about my child’s academic 
progress. 

   

1. Agree  66 
2. Disagree  27 
3. Don’t know  7 

 
11. My state should encourage the use of tests at the high school level that lead to a 

recognized industry or workforce credential. 

   

1. Agree  76 
2. Disagree  14 
3. Don’t know  10 

 
 
All fifty states test their students in reading or language arts and math annually in grades 
3-8 and once again in high school. Many states, however, have different policies as to how 
they implement these assessments. Most students test during a state-determined 
window, which might start in March or April depending on the number of tests that have to 
be given and how. With this in mind, 
 
Do you believe or not believe the following statements? (ROTATE 12-16)  

12. Moving statewide, standardized tests to the last three weeks of the school year will 
give teachers more time to teach. 

   

1. Believe  73 
2. Do not believe  18 
3. Don’t know  9 

  
13. Administering the state’s standardized tests in March or April results in cramming as 

teachers try to ensure they cover all the year’s material prior to the test.   

   

1. Believe  68 
2. Do not believe  21 
3. Don’t know  12 



 
14. Moving statewide, standardized tests to the last three weeks of the school year will 

eliminate or lessen the cramming that occurs to ensure teachers cover all the material 
prior to the test. 

   

1. Believe  67 
2. Do not believe  22 
3. Don’t know  11 

 
15. Administering the state’s standardized tests in March or April results in “dead time” 

after the tests are finished because the year’s material has already been covered to 
prepare for the test. 

   

1. Believe  56 
2. Do not believe  32 
3. Don’t know  13 

 
16. Moving statewide, standardized tests to the last three weeks of the school year will 

reduce “dead time,” which occurs after the tests are finished because the year’s 
material has already been covered to prepare for the test. 

   

1. Believe  65 
2. Do not believe  21 
3. Don’t know  14 

 
17. Some states use tests designed exclusively for their state. Others use tests that are 

also given to students in multiple other states. With this in mind, do you believe or not 
believe the following statement: Having test results that can be compared with those 
from other states will help ensure that the quality of the statewide test remains high 
because the results will show how students in the state scored in relationship to 
students in other states across the country.  

   

1. Believe  72 
2. Do not believe  17 
3. Don’t know  11 

 
 
 



The results of how a student performed on a state test are provided to parents on what is 
known as a student score report. Many states have different policies related to providing 
teachers with access to student score reports. With this in mind, do you believe or not 
believe the following statements? (ROTATE 18-20) 

 
18. Teachers should receive copies of all their current students’ score reports so they can 

use the information from their entire class of students as a way to prepare for the start 
of the next school year. 

   

1. Believe  78 
2. Do not believe  14 
3. Don’t know  7 

 

19. At or before the beginning of each school year, teachers should receive copies of the 
previous year’s score reports for all their incoming students to better prepare 
instruction tailored to each student.  (For example, a 5th grade teacher would get the 
4th grade score reports for all her current students before she starts teaching them). 

   

1. Believe  79 
2. Do not believe  14 
3. Don’t know  7 

 

20. At or before the beginning of each school year, teachers should receive copies of the 
previous year’s score reports for all their incoming students to better inform the 
conservations they will have with parents at the start of the new school year. 

   

1. Believe  74 
2. Do not believe  16 
3. Don’t know  10 

 
 
Using a 1-5 scale, where 1 is strongly disagree, 2 is somewhat disagree, 3 is neutral, 4 is 
somewhat agree, and 5 is strongly agree, please rate the following: (ROTATE 21-36) 
 

 MEAN 
21. My state should move the statewide assessment to the last 

three weeks of the school year. 3.86 
22. My state should evaluate using college entrance exams at the 

high school level, as long as those national tests are sufficiently 
aligned to my state’s standards. 

3.81 

23. My state requires tests that are duplicative, unnecessary, or low 
quality. 3.36 



24. My school district requires tests that are duplicative, 
unnecessary, or low quality. 3.32 

25. My state’s tests should provide results that can be compared 
with the results from other states’ tests, so parents, teachers, 
and policymakers know how students performed within their 
own state and in comparison to students in other states. 

3.81 

26. Teachers should receive copies of all their current students’ test 
scores so they can use the information from their entire class of 
students as a way to prepare for the start of the next school 
year. 

3.97 

27. At or before the beginning of the school year, teachers should 
receive copies of the previous year’s score reports for all the 
incoming students to better prepare instruction tailored to each 
student. 

3.97 

28. At or before the beginning of the school year, teachers should 
receive copies of the previous year’s score reports for all the 
incoming students to better inform the conversations they will 
have with parents at the start of the new school year. 

3.88 

29. States should start using online tests to return test scores 
quickly, even if this requires investment in technology and 
broadband. 

3.71 

30. Districts should be required to publish a grade-by-grade testing 
schedule that clearly labels when each test will be given. 3.97 

31. Districts should be required to publish a grade-by-grade testing 
schedule that clearly labels whether the test is required by the 
state, the district, or the school. 

3.96 

32. Districts should be required to publish a grade-by-grade testing 
schedule that clearly labels who will take the test. 3.89 

33. Districts should be required to publish a grade-by-grade testing 
schedule that clearly labels the reason the test is given. 3.92 

34. For any standardized test their child will take, parents should 
clearly know at the beginning of the year what their child is 
expected to know in order to take the test.  

4.11 

35. For any standardized test their child will take, parents should 
clearly know at the beginning of the year how their child will be 
tested.  

4.12 

36. For any standardized test their child will take, parents should 
clearly know at the beginning of the year how soon they can 
expect to see test results. 

4.02 

 
On a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 being not at all important, 2 being somewhat not important, 3 
being neutral, 4 being somewhat important, and 5 being very important, how important do 
you think it is that each of the following are included on test score reports that are 
provided to parents? (ROTATE LIST BELOW)  

   
37. Action steps you can take to help your child 

master specific subject or skill  4.25 
38. Links to tools you can use to help your child 

improve master a specific subject or skill  4.25 
39. Clear identification of your child’s areas of 

strength and areas needing improvement  4.33 



40. Easy explanation of what your child’s score 
means (e.g.: the grade level at which your child is 
performing) 

 4.32 

41. Data showing your child’s academic progress 
over time  4.30 

42. Comparisons of how well your child performed 
with other students in the school  4.08 

43. Comparisons of how well your child performed 
with other students in the district  4.02 

44. Comparisons of how well your child performed 
with other students in the state  4.01 

45. Comparisons of how well your child performed 
with students in other states  3.86 

46. A projection of future scores on college entrance 
exams like the ACT or SAT so you can know if 
your child is on track for college 

 4.03 

 

47. How would you prefer to receive your child’s assessment information? (ROTATE) 

   

1. Digital or online dashboard  18 
2. Printed report  36 
3. Email  26 
4. As part of a parent teacher conference  20 
5. Don’t know  1 

 

48. If all of the policies described in this survey were implemented (for example, moving 
state tests to the end of the school year or giving teachers access to student score 
reports), would you have a much more favorable view, a somewhat more favorable 
view, a somewhat less favorable view, a much less favorable view, or would this make 
no difference in your view of standardized state tests? (ROTATE TOP TO BOTTOM, 
BOTTOM TO TOP) 

   

1. Much more favorable  37 
2. Somewhat more favorable  38 
3. No difference   21 
4. Somewhat less favorable   2 
5. Much less favorable  1 
6. Don’t know  2 

TOTAL MORE FAVORABLE  75 
TOTAL LESS FAVORABLE  2 

 



49. If all these policies were implemented (for example, moving state tests to the end of 
the school year or giving teachers access to student score reports), would you think 
standardized state tests would give an accurate or an inaccurate picture of how much 
a student has learned?   

   

1. Accurate  72 
2. Inaccurate  12 
3. Don’t know  16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Now just a few demographic questions for statistical purposes only— 

50. In what year were you born? 

  
1.  18-24 35 
2.  25-34 39 
3.  35-44 19 
4.  45-54  6 
5.  55-64 1 
6. 65+ - 

 

51. In what level of school is your child currently? 

  

1. Kindergarten 10 
2. Grade 1-3 19 
3. Grade 4-8 34 
4. Grade 9-12 37 
5. Don’t know 1 

 
52. What is the last grade of school you completed? 

  

1. Did not complete high school 1 
2. High school graduate 17 
3. Some college or associate degree 26 
4. College graduate 38 
5. Postgraduate study 18 
6. Don't Know - 

 

53. What is your current marital status? 

  
1. Single, never married 15 
2. Married 75 
3. Separated 2 
4. Divorced 7 



5. Widowed * 
6. Don't Know * 

 
54. What is your race? 

  

1. Hispanic 20 
2. African-American 15 
3. Asian 3 
4. White 61 
5. Other 1 
6. Don't Know - 

 

55. Generally speaking, do you consider yourself (ROTATE) a Republican, a Democrat, an 
Independent, or something else? 

  
1. Republican  22 
2. Democrat  53 
3. Independent   21 
4. Other 2 
5. Don't Know 2 

 

56. If you had to classify yourself, would you say you are very liberal, somewhat liberal, 
moderate, somewhat conservative, or very conservative in your political beliefs?  

  
1. Very Liberal 40 
2. Somewhat Liberal 36 
3. Moderate 22 
4. Somewhat Conservative 3 
5. Very Conservative - 
6. Don’t Know - 

 
 
 
 
 
 



What type of area do you live in? (TAKEN FROM SAMPLE) 

  
1. Urban 43 
2. Suburban 44 
3. Rural 13 

 
       

Region (TAKEN FROM SAMPLE) 
 

  

1. Northeast 17 
2. South 30 
3. Midwest 19 
4. Plains/Mountains 18 
5. West Coast 16 

 
 

Gender  
 

  
1. Male 43 
2. Female 57 

 
 


